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Wonthaggi is a town striving to be more, for
its people young and old, for the region and
for Victoria.

The community respects its past, but wants
Wonthaggi to be more than its mining
heritage, more than a service centre, more
activated and more attractive to future
residents and visitors.

It wants to enable people to discover more
of the hidden value and unsung treasures
that the town and local region holds.

It wants to be more recognised for its
progressive economic, environmental,
cultural and social initiatives.

It is @a community ready to break the mould
again and re-imagine its future.

Most of all this vital regional centre wants
to build on recent investment to unlock
opportunity and play its full part in our
State’s recovery and growth.
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Spirit of Renewal.

Wonthaggi was first conceived by the Victorian Government in 1910 as a ‘model
town’, developed to house workers who would dig black coal to feed the ever
hungry furnaces of the state’s steam engines.

But when the last of 17 million tons was exhumed in 1968, most thought the
town would also die.

No State Mine, no Wonthaggi. But the community forged on, fuelled by spirit
and hope in the absence of certainty.

A resident doctor even said that it was the shock needed to jolt the town back
into life - and that people started to ‘paint their houses’ again.

They discovered within their community a determination to re-invent and
regenerate.

Wonthaggi today retains that powerful ‘'underdog’ spirit, driven by creative
energy and determination, often succeeding against the odds and thriving on a
deep sense of unity.

This communal pride in Wonthaggi is shared throughout - from deeply
connected sports and arts communities to businesses small and large.

A town that is continually discovering new capacity but which
remains, at its heart, a village.
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Building the New Model.

The Victorian Government’s investment in Wonthaggi has recently seen
important public projects completed, including a major hospital expansion and
the opening of the new secondary school.

In May 2020, Bass Coast Shire Council was also successful in achieveing
Commonwealth funding to establish a new Regional University Centre in
the Town, providing unprecedented opportunity for tertiary education and
vocational training, retaining young people by encouraging further study
directly leading to employment in the town and region.

Together with job creating ventures and major retail investments, these
initiatives are helping the town resume its place as the heart of Bass Coast
Southern Gippsland.

Wonthaggi was acknowledged in Plan Melbourne as one of seven Victorian
Regional Centres able to forge greater economic and social links with
Melbourne.

In May 2020, leading property research agency PRD ranked the Bass Coast
Shire in the top 10 most resilient LGASs in eastern Australia.

It noted a low unemployment rate of just 3.7 per cent in the December 2019
guarter and rated the region as ‘quite affordable’ with 44% home ownership
and a very low rental vacancy rate

The Wonthaggi North East precinct development plan created in conjunction
with the Victorian Planning Authority is providing the structure for sustainable
housing growth, guiding investment in construction of homes for 12,000

new residents, community amenities and an expanded business and industry
precinct over the next 30 to 50 years.

With urban emigration to Victorian regions anticipated to rise in the
post-pandemic phase, Wonthaggi is primed for positive change that
will support new jobs and attract continued investment in the town and
region.
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Energy. Unlocked.

This is a town with a strong history of renewal. Once defined by coal,
Wonthaggi has become a beacon of innovation - from Australia’s biggest
desalination plant, capable of supplying more than a third of Melbourne’s water,
to wind and solar projects directly supporting community needs and town
amenities.

Renewal might also be discovered deep in the past - the ‘Dinosaur Coast’,
between San Remo, Wonthaggi and Inverloch, has untapped potential for the
creation of new and unique visitor market attractions.

Wonthaggi has high aspirations for transformation, including key plans to re-
invent the activity centre and bring new life to its heart by day and night -
placemaking strategies that will create ‘a village within a town’ and a focus of
cultural activity enhancing attraction, value and experience for locals, visitors
and businesses.

Wonthaggi is ready to ‘paint the houses’ again. Wonthaggi We , Conservation Park
Korumburra Read, Wonthaggi
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Opportunity. Unlocked.

In partnership with Governments and business, Bass Coast Shire Council seeks to invest in
Wonthaggi’s underlying community spirit and regional capacity to seize opportunities to
fuel growth, enrich community and benefit generations to come.

Most importantly, at a time when key focus is upon nurturing continued wellbeing and
prosperity, Wonthaggi is brimming with social capital, an active and progressive Council
and community energy that will drive the town and region forward.

Wonthaggi’s status as the region’s centre, with strong links to popular nearby coastal
locations including Inverloch, Cape Paterson and San Remo provide the perfect
foundation for future growth and investment.

Together, we can unlock greater value for the region and Victoria.
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WONTHAGGI *

Planning Alignment

Unlocking Wonthaggi’s full potential as a Victorian
regional centre and the heart of southern
Gippsland aligns with the objectives of key

State and Federal planning strategies relating to
regional regeneration, urban decentralisation,
population growth and investment attraction.

Key policies and strategies supporting partnered
investment by all tiers of Government in
Wonthaggi include:

* Plan Melbourne (State Government)

* Gippsland Regional Growth Plan (State
Government)

* Victoria’s Regional Statement (State
Government)

* Gippsland Regional Plan 2015 - 2020 (Federal
Government)

e Bass Coast Shire Council Plan 2017 - 2021

Bass Coast Shire was included as one of six
peri-urban regions included in the Victorian
Government’s Growing Suburbs Fund in June
2020.
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REGIONAL CENTRE. UNLOCKED.

Plan Melbourne identifies Wonthaggi as a town with
high potential for growth as a regional centre.

It is Victorian Government policy to stimulate
employment and growth in regional cities, and
support planning for growing towns in peri-urban
areas.

The Gippsland Regional Growth Plan recognises
that population growth will not occur evenly
across Gippsland, with most of the region’s growth
focused on Traralgon, Bairnsdale, Wonthaggi,
Warragul and Drouin.

‘These locations are serviced by existing utilities,
education, health, and community infrastructure.

Continued growth and investment in these locations
will help generate a critical mass of population,
which in turn will drive demand for business and
employment.

Greater housing diversity, cultural and recreational
opportunities in these centres will be an important
attractor for population growth and retention.’



WONTHAGGI - KEY OBJECTIVES

Bass Coast Shire Council seeks to partner with the Victorian Government to unlock the town’s major potential as a regional
centre and maximise benefit to community, region and State.
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OPPORTUNITY. UNLOCKED.
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WONTHAGGI - INNOVATION & INVESTMENT

LIFE. UNLOCKED.




- NATURE UNLOCKED.
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CREATIVITY. UNLOCKED.
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WONTHAGGI - PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS

SECRETS UNLQCKED

STATE COAL MINE



EDUCATION. UNLOCKED.
e

WONTHAGGI - NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL & REGIONAL UNIVERSITY CENTRE

THE BASS COAST. UNLOCKED
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YALLOCK-BULLUK MARINE & COASTAL PARK



ENERGY. UNLOCKED.

PEOPLE POWER UNLOCKED. ‘
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RECENT INVESTMENT



| :' = ) OPPORTUNITY. UNLOCKED.
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WONTHAGGI ‘N INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT

WONTHAGGI HOSPITAL EXPANSION

The Victorian Government is funding the $115 million
redevelopment and expansion of Wonthaggi Hospital.

The centrepiece of the project will be a bigger and better emergency
department to treat thousands more patients when they need
world-class care the most.

Once complete, Wonthaggi Hospital will have the capacity to treat
an extra 26,000 emergency patients each year, meeting future
demand for the growing Bass Coast Shire.

The major redevelopment will pave the way for 18 extra emergency
treatment spaces, three new operating theatres, a procedure room
and a 32-bed inpatient ward.

Construction will be complete by 2023 and the project is expected
to create up to 345 jobs.
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WONTHAGGI SECONDARY COLLEGE & SPORT
STADIUM

The new $32.7 million Wonthaggi Secondary College, opened
in January 2020, is an ultra-modern senior campus for Year 10-
12 students, which includes a new sports stadium for locals.

The Victorian Government provided $31 million for the new
campus, with Bass Coast Shire Council contributing $1.7 million
towards the costs of the new shared stadium

Students and teachers benefit from new outdoor learning areas,
a central plaza, library, and specialist facilities for visual arts,
graphics, materials technology and science.

The multi-sport stadium, which includes three competition-
grade basketball courts, is shared with the community.



WONTHAGGI *
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BASS COAST UNIVERSITY CENTRE

The funding of a Regional University Centre in Wonthaggi by
the Federal Government was announced in late May 2020,
following a successful competitive application by Bass Coast
Shire Council and Bass Coast University Centre.

Regional University Centres provide study spaces,academic support,
video conferencing and other support for students studying via
distance at partner universities.

The new centre will enable students in Wonthaggi and the Bass Coast
to gain a tertiary qualification without leaving their community and
support networks.
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CURRENT INVESTMENT

Yallock-Bulluk
Marine and Coastal Park
Main Features
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YALLOCK - BULLUK MARINE & COASTAL PARK

As part of the $105.6 million commitment to ‘Victoria’s Great
Outdoors’ initiative, the Victorian Government is creating the
Yallock-Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park.

It will combine existing parks and reserves along 40kms of
coast between San Remo and Inverloch to better protect natural
and cultural values, improve access, and enhance recreational
opportunities. This will include extending and upgrading the George
Bass Coastal Walk.

Planning commenced in 2019 and engagement processes are
currently underway with the final Access & Infrastructure Plan due
in early 2021.
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THE HEART. UNLOCKED.
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WONTHAGGI ‘N THE HEART. UNLOCKED.
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WONTHAGGI ‘N LIVEABILITY. UNLOCKED.

BASS COAST AQUATICS &
LEISURE CENTRE




WONTHAGGI ‘N LIVEABILITY. UNLOCKED.

REGIONAL SPORTS HUB
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WONTHAGGI ‘N RESIDENTIAL CAPACITY. UNLOCKED.

NORTH-EAST PRECINCT
DEVELOPMENT
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UNLOCKED
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WONTHAGGI ‘N REGIONAL ARTS CAPITAL

HEART OF THE ARTS NEW INITIATIVES




DISCOVER

OUR SECRET



